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1
BALL AND SOCKET ASSEMBLY

FIELD OF THE EMBODIMENTS

Various embodiments disclosed herein are directed to ball
in socket assembly designs.

BACKGROUND

Many ball and socket designs have been developed in order
to facilitate relative angular movement between two compo-
nents. Typically, the ball and socket designs include a spheri-
cal knob that is fitted into a socket defining an interior which
receives the ball. One variation of the ball and socket design
includes a socket having an opening that is slightly smaller
than the radius of curvature for the ball member. When the
ball member is coupled with the socket, the ball member is
permanently secured within the socket. Alternatively, the
entry within the socket is adjustable to allow the ball member
to be easily inserted into or removed from the socket.

In another variation, the external profile of the ball member
is adjustable (i.e., expandable) to secure the ball member
within the socket. In yet another variation, the ball member
includes one or more grooves or surfaces that correspond to
ridges provided on the opening rim of the socket. The ball
member may be coupled to the socket if the grooves are
aligned with the corresponding ridges of the socket. Once
inserted, the ball member is rotated to secure the ball member
within the socket.

While current designs are useful, there is a continuing need
for ball and socket designs having a significant range of
motion and a maximum high tolerance load surface area.
Moreover, there is a need for a socket embodying significant
structural integrity and reduced wear under high peak stresses
while assuming a low profile.

The present disclosure address these and other needs.

SUMMARY

Briefly, and in general terms, the present disclosure is
directed to a ball and socket assembly. In various aspects, the
disclosed assemblies embody structure facilitating signifi-
cant ranges of motion of a ball component with respect to the
socket. In this regard, in contemplated approaches, deforma-
tion of the ball or socket can be avoided. Moreover, due to the
particular shape of the ball component, a single piece socket
is possible as is an assembly having a low profile. In particu-
lar, the ball can assume a spheroid shape. The socket captures
the ball without deformation of the socket or ball to prevent
the ball from being able to be pulled out of the socket during
use while also providing a contact surface on the ball and
socket with no separation line to minimize wear during use.
Such approaches have an application across fields of art and
in particular, in medical applications. In one approach, the
ball component can include a notch formed by removing a
volume of material from its body.

In one particular aspect, a ball and socket assembly can
include a joint composed of a hook-in ball and one-piece
socket design. The hook-in ball and one-piece socket are
coupled together in a first orientation and operates in various
other different distinct orientations. In an operational con-
figuration, the hook-in ball and one-piece socket provide a
range of motion that is not overly restrictive, but rather pro-
vide ranges of motion desired for a particular or wide ranges
of applications. Depending upon the embodiment, the hook-
in ball and one-piece socket joint is designed to allow a range
of motion including a 360 spin degrees, about a longitudinal
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axis ofthe component, +17.5 (35) degrees of movement along
a minor axis of an opening to the socket, and £77.5 (155)
degrees of movement along a major axis of the socket open-
ing. In one preferred approach, a 0.002 diametrical clearance
between the ball component and the socket is contemplated.

The hook-in ball and one-piece socket is designed to pro-
vide a durable joint that maintains functionality over a large
number of cycles. The durability of the joint is attributable to
cooperation of the hook-in ball and one-piece socket. Where
there are split lines on wearing surfaces, relative motion
between bearing surfaces can more quickly lead to structural
failure. Additionally close tolerances between moving parts
are more difficult to achieve and maintain. The hook-in ball
design eliminates the need to apply large forces to insert the
ball into the socket, thereby avoiding an approach relying on
deformation of the socket or ball component to accomplish a
coupling of the members. Consequently, due to an ability to
employ a substantially non-deformable socket (or ball),
stresses as well as wear of the ball and socket are minimized.
Additionally, the complementary design of the hook-in ball
and one-piece socket provides a joint with a yield strength
that is greater than the maximum stresses applied at expected
maximum loads, which improves longevity of the joint.

Generally, the hook-in ball defines a notched spherical
head that is coupled to a shaft. The notched portion of the
spherical head is formed by removing a volume of material.
The notched portion can have various shapes, sizes, or loca-
tions on the spherical head. In a preferred approach, the notch
surface defines a saddle shape formed by six angled surfaces.
It is also contemplated that one or more notch portions can be
provided on the spherical head. The notch on the spherical
head reduces the effective cross-section of a portion of the
head so that the resultant hook-in ball can fit into a one-piece
socket having a restricted opening. That is, the hook-in ball is
only insertable into the one-piece socket when the notch on
the spherical head is properly oriented relative to the opening
of the socket. Thus, when constrained for motion in orienta-
tions distinct from an insertion orientation, the socket
securely retains the ball component.

Another embodiment of the hook-in ball is formed of two
parts, a notched spherical head coupled to a shaft and a filler
component. The filler component is a volume of material that
is inserted into the notch of the spherical head to form a
complete sphere. In this embodiment, the notched spherical
head can be inserted into a one-piece socket. The filler com-
ponent is then secured within the notch of the spherical head
to form the completed sphere. The filler component can be
removed from the spherical head to allow disassembly of the
ball component from the one-piece socket.

According to one embodiment, the one-piece socket com-
ponent is composed of a socket cavity having a restricted
opening and includes curved walls having interior surfaces
defining a bearing surface, wherein the bearing surface fur-
ther defines a contour forming a portion of a sphere. The
opening to the socket has a dimension along a major axis that
is configured to receive the hook-in ball. The restricted open-
ing can assume various shapes and sizes, such as elongated,
symmetrical, asymmetrical, or other shapes. Depending upon
the application, the restricted opening can be shaped to
accommodate different ranges of motion. For example, the
restricted opening can be shaped to allow linear motion (e.g.,
motion in one plane), curvilinear motion (non-planar
motion), and/or crossing motions (i.e., motions in planes that
intersect). Optionally, certain embodiments of the one-piece
socket can also include one or more cut-outs that are in
communication with the socket cavity.
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In a preferred embodiment, the components forming the
ball and socket assembly are formed from cobalt chromium.
Various coatings are also contemplated. Thus, one or more of
the ball and socket components can be coated with a ceramic
material.

Other features and advantages will become apparent from
the following detailed description, taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings, which illustrate by way of
example, the features of the various embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a side view of one embodiment of a ball.

FIG. 1B is a front view of the ball shown in FIG. 1A.

FIG. 2A is a side view of another embodiment of a ball.

FIG. 2B is a front view of the ball shown in FIG. 2A.

FIG. 2C is a side view of a further embodiment of a ball.

FIG. 2D is a side view of yet another embodiment of a ball.

FIG. 3A is a side view of another embodiment of a ball.

FIG. 3B is a front view of the ball shown in FIG. 3A.

FIG. 4A is an exploded side view of another embodiment
of'a component ball.

FIG. 4B is a side view of the component ball of FIG. 4A in
an assembled state.

FIG. 5A is a top view of one embodiment of a one-piece
socket.

FIG.5Bisatop view of another embodiment of a one-piece
socket.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a one-
piece socket having a cut-out.

FIGS. 7A-D are top views of one-piece sockets having
different ranges of motion.

FIGS. 8A-B illustrate the orientation of the ball relative to
one-piece socket when inserting the ball and after placement
within the one-piece socket.

FIG. 8C illustrates the orientation of the ball relative to the
one-piece socket when the ball and one-piece socket are in an
operational configuration.

FIGS. 9A-C illustrate the coupling and operational orien-
tations of the ball shown in FIGS. 3A-B and the one-piece
socket shown in FIG. 7.

FIG. 10 illustrates one embodiment of a ball and socket
assembly as a joint prosthesis for a finger joint.

FIGS. 11A-B illustrates one embodiment of a ball and
socket assembly as a joint prosthesis for a hip joint.

FIG. 12 illustrates one embodiment of a ball and socket
assembly as a joint prosthesis for an elbow joint.

FIG. 13 illustrates one embodiment of a ball and socket
assembly as a joint prosthesis for an ankle joint.

FIG. 14 illustrates one embodiment of a ball and socket
assembly used in an extra-articular mechanical energy
absorbing system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various of the disclosed embodiments are directed to a ball
and socket assembly. In the contemplated approaches, the
assembly includes a ball with a portion of a non-load bearing
surface removed and a one-piece socket. The components of
the assembly cooperate to provide a significant range of rela-
tive motion. Also, the assembly is configured such that it
assumes a desired low profile.

The ball and one-piece socket assembly can be used in any
desirable mechanical application. In a medical specific appli-
cation, the assembly can be employed to completely or par-
tially replace and/or complement the hip, finger, toe, knee,
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elbow, ankle or other joints. In addition, the ball and socket
assembly may be used in an extra-articular mechanical
energy absorbing system.

In one embodiment, the ball can define a spheroid that
includes a head with a notch, cavity or undercut that is
coupled to a shaft. The notched or cavitied portion of the head
is formed by removing a volume of material from the head.
The notched or cavitied portion can have a variety of shapes,
sizes, or locations on the ball component. It is also contem-
plated that one or more notch, cavity or undercut portions can
be provided on the head. The notch, cavity or undercut on the
head reduces an effective cross-section of a portion of the
head so that the ball can fit into a one-piece socket having a
restricted opening without deforming the ball or socket thus
creating a ball and socket assembly that can withstand sub-
stantial loads and peak stresses with minimal wear. That is,
the ball is insertable into the one-piece socket when the notch,
cavity or undercut on the spherical head is properly oriented
relative to the opening of the one-piece socket.

Generally, the one-piece socket is composed of a socket
cavity having a restricted opening. The restricted opening is
smaller than an effective cross-sectional dimension of the
socket cavity. In certain embodiments, the opening is shaped
to restrict the range of motion of the ball component. The
socket cavity has approximately the same diameter as the
spherical head. The socket cavity is defined by curved walls
that are shaped to receive an outer surface of the head of the
ball component. In a preferred approach, the curved walls of
the socket cavity form a portion of a spherical shape.

In one embodiment, the ball and socket assembly includes
a ball and a one-piece socket which are coupled together in a
first orientation and operates in various orientations distinct
from the first orientation. In the first orientation, the notched
portion of the ball is aligned with the restricted opening of the
one-piece socket such that insertion is possible. The smaller
effective cross-section of the notched portion of the head
allows the head to be inserted through the opening of the
socket cavity. Once the ball head is inserted into the socket
cavity, it is rotated about (i.e., rotated around the longitudinal
axis of the shaft) to secure the ball within the socket cavity. In
operation, the ball is constrained so that the notched portion
does not contact the inner surface of the socket cavity during
the entire range of motion of the ball within the socket cavity.
As a result, the ball cannot be dislocated from the one-piece
socket. If a force is applied to the ball head along the longi-
tudinal axis of the shaft, this force is absorbed by a bearing
surface area of the socket cavity.

The ball and socket assembly can be made from materials
such as titanium, cobalt chrome (e.g., Biodur CCM Plus),
ceramic, or other durable materials that produce a minimal
amount of particulate material or, if particulate material is
generated, the smallest size of particulate material. Addition-
ally, the surfaces of the ball and the one-piece socket are
highly polished and can be coated with a ceramic or other
material. In one embodiment, the socket cavity and the outer
surface of the ball component each have a surface finish that
is polished to a mirror-like finish. Additionally, the selected
materials for the ball and socket cavity to embody a yield
strength that is greater than the maximum stresses at maxi-
mum loading that may applied to the components. Moreover,
preferably the selected materials maintain functionality of the
components for over two million loading cycles.

Referring now to the drawings, wherein like reference
numerals denote like or corresponding parts throughout the
drawings and, more particularly to FIGS. 1A-9C, there are
shown various embodiments of a ball and socket assembly.
More specifically, FIGS. 1A-4B illustrate various embodi-
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ments of a hook-inball having a shaft, and FIGS. 5A-7D show
various embodiments of a one-piece socket. FIGS. 8A-8C
and 9A-9C depict the orientation of the ball component rela-
tive to the socket during assembly. FIGS. 10-14 include
exemplary applications of the ball and socket assembly in
joints within the body.

Turning now to FIGS. 1A-B, a hook-in ball component 10
is composed of a ball component 12 coupled to an elongated
shaft 14. The ball component 12 includes a notch, cavity or
undercut 16. The ball component and the elongated shaft 14
define a unitary structure. It is contemplated, however, that
the ball component and the shaft may be distinct parts that are
coupled together. The notched portion 16 of the spherical
head 12 results from removing a volume of material from the
head. As shown in FIGS. 1A-1B, the notched portion 16 can
define a generally saddle shape. In one approach, the saddle
shape can be formed by six planar surfaces. Such surfaces can
also have a curvature to them. The notched portion 16 on the
ball head 12 reduces the effective cross-section of a portion of
the head so that the head can pass through an opening formed
in a socket component. As those skilled in the art will appre-
ciate, the notched portion 16 may be any size, depth, location,
or shape so long as the effective cross-section of a portion of
the spherical head 12 is reduced as compared to the widest
cross-section of the head. A smallest possible notch may be
employed to provide a ball and socket assembly with a rela-
tively larger interfacing surface.

The elongated shaft 14 has a diameter less than the dimen-
sion at the widest point of the spherical head 12 as shown in
FIGS. 1A-1B. It is contemplated that the shaft may have any
length, shape, diameter (variable or constant) depending
upon the intended application.

FIGS. 2A-2D illustrate other embodiments of a ball socket
assembly. As shown in FIGS. 2A-2B, a hook-in ball compo-
nent 10 can have anotched spherical head 12 and an elongated
shaft 14. Here, the notched portion 18 is defined by a concave
surface formed in a side of the head of the ball component. It
is contemplated that the head 12 can include one or more such
notched portions 18 which can be located anywhere on the
spherical head 12 for desired purposes. For example, see FIG.
2C which depicts a notched portion 16 of the spherical head
12 that is located approximately along a longitudinal axis
running through the component. Again, in other embodi-
ments, the notched portion 16 (i.e., centered or off-axis) is
positionable anywhere on the surface of the head 12 so long as
a portion of the head has a reduced diameter. In this regard,
reference is made to FIG. 2D, where the ball component 12
includes a notch 16 having an opening directed generally
parallel to shaft 14.

FIGS. 3A-3B illustrate yet another embodiment of a ball
component 10 having a notched head 12 and a shaft 14. As
best shown in FIG. 3B, a notched portion 20, 22 extends to
opposite sides of the head 12. Portion 24 of the head 12 forms
a surface for engaging a socket component.

As shown in FIG. 3A, the notched portion 20 includes two
surfaces 26, 28 that are angled with respect to one another. A
first surface 26 of the notched portion 20 can be formed
generally perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the shaft 14,
and a second surface 28 can approach generally parallel rela-
tively with a longitudinal axis extending through the compo-
nent. In one embodiment, the notched portion 20, 22 is
dimensioned approximately equal to the outer diameter of the
shaft 14 along a longitudinal dimension. Alternatively, the
dimension of the notched portion 20, 22 is greater than the
outer diameter of the shaft 14.

FIGS. 4A-4B illustrate another embodiment of a ball com-
ponent 10. The ball component includes a notched head 12

20

25

30

40

45

55

65

6

fixed to or otherwise forms an integral unit with a shaft 14. As
depicted in FIG. 4A, the head 12 has a cavity or notched
portion 16 having a plurality of openings 34 positioned on the
surface of the notched portion. A filler component 30 is fur-
ther provided. The filler component 30 is a volume of material
that is shaped and sized to mate with the notched portion 16 of
the head 12. The filler component 30 includes a plurality of
prongs 34 that extend away from a surface of the filler com-
ponent. The prongs 34 are sized, shaped, and positioned on
the filler component 30 to be press fitted into the openings 34
on the notched portion 16. A completely spherical head is
formed when the filler component 30 is coupled to the notch
portion 16 as depicted in FIG. 4B. The filler component 30 is
inserted into the notched spherical head 12 after the head is
inserted into a socket. In this way, the two piece ball compo-
nent can be placed within a socket having a relatively small
opening and a relatively large bearing surface. In one embodi-
ment, the filler component 30 is reversibly inserted into the
head 12 (i.e., the filler component is removable). Alterna-
tively, it is possible that the filler component 30 may be
permanently fixed to the notched spherical head 12.

Turning now to FIGS. 5A-7D, various embodiments of a
socket component are shown. More specifically, FIG. 5A
depicts a one-piece socket 50 having a socket cavity 52 and an
opening 54 for accessing the socket cavity. The socket cavity
52 includes a contiguous surface that defines a spherical
space. As shown in FIG. 5A, the socket cavity 52 has an
opening having a major axis dimension D and a minor axis
dimension D,. Thus configured, the socket cavity is able to
secure a hook-in ball component 10 having a notched head 12
with an effective minimum cross-sectional dimension which
can be received within the dimensions of the major and minor
axis. The ball head 12 and the socket cavity 52 are similarly
dimensional in order to prevent the translation (side to side
movement) of the head within the socket cavity. For example,
the socket cavity 52 can have tolerances of approximately
0.002" diametrical clearance with the ball (nominal),
approximately 0.0005" on ball diameter, and approximately
0.0002" on sphericity.

As stated, the opening 54 of the one-piece socket has a
minor axis dimension D, that is smaller than the diameter D of
the socket cavity. As a result, a completely spherical ball
having a diameter D would not be insertable into the socket
cavity 52 without exerting a large force that would cause
deformation of the opening 54 or to the surface of the ball
component. In order to avoid this situation, the ball compo-
nent includes a notched portion (see FIGS. 1A-4A), which
reduces the effective cross-section of a portion of the ball, so
that it can pass through the opening and be secured within the
socket cavity 52. The opening 54 includes structures 56, 58
which define the shape of the opening. This structure 56,58
can be symmetrical or alternatively, asymmetrical in shape.

The opening 54 and walls defining the socket secure a ball
component (not shown) within the socket cavity 52 without
overly restricting the range of motion. For example, the
socket geometry allows 360 degrees of “spin” rotation, up to
or greater than 35 degrees of motion of the ball component
along the minor axis of the opening and up to or greater than
77.5° of motion of the ball component along a major axis of
the opening. As those skilled in the art will appreciate, the
range of motion may be restricted or expanded based upon the
intended application so that degrees of matter in X, Y or Z
axes can be configured as necessary.

FIG. 6 depicts another embodiment of a one-piece socket
50. The socket 50 includes a socket cavity 52 with a bearing
surface having a dimension D and an opening having a dimen-
sion D;, wherein D>D,. The shape of the opening 54 is
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defined by the wall structures 56, 58. As shown in FIG. 6, one
portion of the structure 58 includes a cut-out 60 that extends
into the socket cavity 52. It is contemplated that the size,
shape, and location of the cut-out 60 may be varied from FIG.
6.

With reference to FIGS. 7A-7D, a number of sockets 50 are
shown having variously shaped openings 54 that define the
directions of the range of motion. FIG. 7A depicts a socket 50
having an elongated opening 54 that defines a linear motion
(i.e., motion in one plane). FIG. 7B shows a one-piece socket
50 having a curved opening 54 that defines a curvilinear
motion. FIG. 7C illustrates a socket 50 having an X-shaped
opening 54 that defines a crossing motion (i.e., linear motions
in intersecting planes). FIG. 7D shows a one-piece socket 50
having an intersecting curved opening 54 that defines a
curved crossing motion (i.e., non-linear motions in intersect-
ing planes).

With reference to FIGS. 8 A-8C, one exemplary method of
inserting and locking of a hook-in ball in a one-piece socket is
shown. As shown, the notched head 12 is oriented such that
the portion of the head having the dimension D, is oriented
over the opening (having a dimension D,) of the socket 50.
The cross-sectional dimension D, of the head 12 needs to be
smaller than the dimension D, of the restricted opening in
order for the notched head to be inserted through the restricted
opening. As shown in FIG. 8A, the notched portion 18
straddles a perimeter structure 56 of the restricted opening,
and the shaft 14 is rotated in direction R to insert the head 12
into the socket cavity 52.

FIG. 8B shows the head 12 of the hook-in ball positioned
within the socket cavity 52 of the socket. The hook-in ball is
rotated about the longitudinal axis of the shaft 14 in order to
secure the hook-in ball within the socket cavity 52. The
notched head 12 only needs to be slightly rotated to be
secured within the socket cavity. For example, but not by of
limitation, the spherical head 12 can be rotated 5°-10° to
secure the head 12 within the cavity 52. In an engaged orien-
tation, it is contemplated that pull forces of at least 260 Ibs is
required to separate the head 12 from the socket cavity 52.
Additionally, as shown in FIG. 8C, the notched portion 18 is
oriented such that it faces away from contact with the socket
cavity 52 surface when a longitudinal load along the axis of
the shaft 14 is applied to the spherical head. Stated differently,
when a load is applied to the joint, the contact area between
the spherical head 12 and the socket cavity 52 consists of the
a curved portion of the head and the bearing surface of the
socket cavity.

FIGS. 9A-9C illustrate another exemplary method of
inserting and locking of another embodiment of a hook-in
ball 10 within socket 50. A longitudinal axis of the hook-in
ball 10 is first aligned generally perpendicular to the socket
cavity 50 as shown in FIG. 9A. As such, the hook-in ball 10 is
oriented so that the notched portions 20, 22 are inserted into
the cut-out portion 60. Also, a top of the head 24 is inserted
into the opening 54. Once the top portion of the head has been
inserted through the opening 54, the hook-in ball 10 is rotated
approximately 90° in direction R to the configuration shown
in FIG. 9B. The hook-in ball 10 may be secured within the
socket cavity by rotating the hook-in ball a few degrees or as
much as 90°.

Referencing FIGS. 10-14, various applications of the
hook-in ball and socket assemblies 100 are depicted. As
shown in FIG. 10, the assembly 100 is used in a finger 102. A
stem 62 of the socket 50 is inserted into an end of bone (e.g.,
metacarpal bone). As shown in FIG. 10, the stem 62 has a
tapered diameter, but it is contemplated that the stem may
have a constant outer diameter. Optionally, the stem 62 may
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be etched, roughened, or coated with osteointegrating mate-
rials. The opening of the socket 54 is generally shaped to
allow the natural range of motion of the finger joint (i.e.,
flexion and extension in a plane). The geometry of the open-
ing can be modified from a linear motion to a curvilinear
motion or cross trajectories for the thumb or other multi-axial
joints within the body.

The hook-in ball 10 of the assembly 100 may be attached
on an opposite side of the joint such as by inserting a shaft 14
into the end of the other bone of the joint (e.g., proximal
phalanges). Like the stem 62 of the socket 50, the shaft 14 of
the hook-in ball may have a variable or constant diameter or
an osteointegration surface provided on the outer surface.
Optionally, the shaft 14 includes a keel 104 that extends away
from the outer diameter of the shaft of the hook-in ball.
Additionally, the keel 104 may be provided on the stem 62 of
the socket 50. The keel 104 stabilizes the hook-in ball 10 or
the socket 50 by preventing rotation of these components.

The use of the hook-in ball and socket assembly 100 as a
finger joint prosthesis decreases the rate of joint dislocation as
the pull out forces required to remove the hook-in ball from
the socket cavity are very large. Additionally, the assembly
100 is made of materials such as, but not limited to, titanium,
cobalt chrome, or stainless steel which have increased dura-
bility as compared to silicone or polymeric prosthesis. Addi-
tionally, the assembly 100 has improved stability as com-
pared to other finger joint prosthesis.

The hook-in ball and socket assembly 100 may be used in
any of the finger joints (e.g., between carpals and metacar-
pals, between the proximal phalanges and middle phalanges,
or the middle phalanges and the distal phalanges). In another
application, the assembly 100 may be used to partially or
completely replace toe joints.

FIGS. 11A-11B illustrate the use of the hook-in ball and
socket assembly 100 as a hip joint prosthesis. As shown in
FIG. 11A, a hook-in ball 10 is coupled to a body extension
106. The hook-in ball 10 and body extension 106 are coupled
to the femur 106 as shown in FIG. 11B. Alternatively, only the
hook-in ball 10 component is used to replace the head of the
femur 106. The socket 50 is used to replace the natural hip
socket in the pelvic bone 110. As described above, the hook-
in ball 10 and the socket 50 can include osteointegration
surfaces, keels, or other stabilizing structures. The use of the
hook-in ball and socket assembly 100 decreases the rate of
joint dislocation as the pull out forces required to remove the
hook-in ball 10 from the socket 50 are very large. Addition-
ally, the geometry of the socket opening can be shaped to
provide limited/controlled excursion of the hook-in ball
within the socket.

FIG. 12 illustrates the use of the hook-in ball 10 and socket
50 assembly as an elbow joint prosthesis. Similar to the other
joint prostheses previously disclosed, the use of the hook-in
ball 10 and the socket 50 can reduce the rate of dislocation of
the joint. Additionally, as an elbow joint prosthesis, the hook-
in ball and one-piece socket joint 100 eliminates the need for
the radius bone since the assembly 100 can rotate as well as
translate to approximate natural motion.

As shown in FIG. 13, the use of the hook-in ball 10 and
socket 50 assembly is contemplated as an ankle joint pros-
thesis. The ankle joint prosthesis shown in FIG. 13 has similar
benefits to the joint prostheses shown in FIGS. 10-12. Addi-
tionally, the hook-in ball 10 and socket 50 can provide a better
range of motion as compared to other ankle prostheses.

FIG. 14 illustrates the use of the hook-in ball 10 and the
socket 50 assembly as joints within an extra-articular
mechanical energy absorbing or manipulating system 140.
According to one embodiment, the implantable system 140 is
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composed of an absorber 142 that spans a joint (e.g., the knee
as shown in FIG. 14) and off-loads forces at the joint. The
ends of the absorber 142 are multi-dimensionally, pivotally
coupled to base components 144, 146 via the hook-in ball and
socket assembly 100. The assembly 100 allows the absorber
142 to track the natural movement of joint (e.g., knee joint).

The hook-in ball and assembly socket assembly 100 shown
in FIGS. 10-14 are low-profile connections that may be used
in various parts of the body anatomy. The assembly 100 is
designed to provide maximum load contact area (between the
ball component surface and the socket cavity) thereby
improving wear performance of the joint. Additionally, the
assembly 100 is self-lubricating when implanted within the
body as the structure is exposed to body fluids and in a lipid
rich environment (i.e., in contact with or exposed to fatty
tissue), thereby further improving wear performance of the
joint. Accordingly, it is contemplated that the components of
the assembly do not need to be frequently replaced.

As those skilled in the art will appreciate, the disclosed
embodiments of the hook-in ball and socket assemblies may
be combined to form a joint for various contemplated pur-
poses. Additionally, the pivot connections disclosed herein
may be used in mechanical arts requiring a connection that
allows for relative angular movement between two compo-
nents.

The various embodiments described above are provided by
way of illustration only and should not be construed to limit
the disclosed embodiments. Accordingly, certain elements
and structures of one approach can be substituted for or added
to complement other approaches. Those skilled in the art will
readily recognize various modifications and changes that may
be made to the disclosed embodiments without departing
from the true spirit and scope of the claimed invention, which
is set forth in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A ball and socket assembly of an implantable medical
device, comprising:

a ball component including a ball and a shaft extending
from the ball, the ball component formed from a unitary
piece of biocompatible material and including an under-
cut extending from the shaft about less than a full cir-
cumference of the ball component, the undercut having
a longitudinal length parallel to the shaft that is less than
an undercut circumferential width transverse to the lon-
gitudinal length; and

a socket component, the socket component being formed
from a single piece of biocompatible material wherein
the ball component is held in the socket assembly by the
socket component.

2. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the ball component
includes a volume of material removed from a portion of the
ball component to allow the ball component to be hooked into
the socket component.

3. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the socket includes an
opening having a more narrow dimension along a minor axis
and a less narrow dimension along a major axis.

4. The assembly of claim 3, wherein the ball component is
hooked into the opening with the shaft on the ball component
oriented generally perpendicular to the major axis with a
recess formed by the volume of material removed facing into
the socket.

5. The assembly of claim 1, wherein the unitary ball com-
ponent includes an elongated shaft.
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6. A ball and socket assembly, comprising:

a hook shaped ball component including a ball and shaft
configured as a single one-piece component with a bot-
tom half of the ball surrounding the shaft and including
an undercut on a bottom half of the ball component, the
undercut extending about less than a full circumference
of the ball component to form the hook shape; and

a one-piece socket component including an opening;

wherein the ball component is inserted in the opening of the
socket component in a non-operating orientation and is
constrained to operate in various orientations distinct
from the non-operating orientation whereby the ball
component and socket component will not dislocate
from each other.

7. The assembly of claim 6, wherein the opening is smaller

than a diameter of the ball component in at least one direction.

8. The assembly of claim 6, wherein the ball component
has a volume removed such that it may be inserted through the
opening into the socket component.

9. The assembly of claim 6, wherein the undercut in the ball
component forms a generally saddle shape.

10. The assembly of claim 6, wherein one of the ball and
socket components is formed from non-deformable material
or both of the ball and socket components are formed from
non-deformable material.

11. The assembly of claim 6, wherein the socket compo-
nent includes an internal bearing surface extending more than
180 degrees in one dimension and less than 180 degrees in a
dimension perpendicular to the one dimension.

12. A joint for use in a patient, comprising:

a substantially spherical head component having a shaft
extending therefrom, the head component and the shaft
formed as a one-piece component; and

a substantially spherical chamber with an opening to allow
insertion of the head component, wherein the spherical
head component has a cavity defined by a volume that is
removed from a non-load bearing portion of the head
component on a half of the head component closest to
the shaft to allow insertion of the head component
through the opening, wherein the volume that is
removed extends about less than a full circumference of
the spherical head component.

13. An assembly comprising:

two at least partial spherical bodies, a first at least partial
spherical body having an internal surface area having a
discontinuity defining an opening, and a second at least
partial spherical body having a volume;

wherein a maximum diameter of the second at least partial
spherical body is smaller than a maximum diameter of
the first at least partial spherical body and the maximum
diameter of the second at least partial spherical body is
larger than a dimension of the discontinuity; and

wherein the second at least partially spherical body
includes a spherical portion and a shaft portion config-
ured as a single one-piece component and including an
undercut extending from the shaft portion about less
than a full circumference of the second at least partial
spherical body, the undercut having a longitudinal
length parallel to the shaft portion that is less than an
undercut circumferential width transverse to the longi-
tudinal length.



